
Military Studies Students of the University of Potsdam created a delegation to represent Romania at

this years Model NATO Youth Summit in Podgorica, Montenegro. The following Article is a short

after action report of the experience.

2014, one and a half decades after the NATO operation “Allied Force” restored a fragile

peace to the contested Kosovo region of the former Yugoslavia, another part of that now

vanished nation exhibits strong ambitions to join the North Atlantic alliance. Montenegro

complies  to  almost  all  MAP  (Membership  Action  Plan)  criteria  for  accedence  to  the

arguably  most  important  transnational  political-military  organisation  of  all  time.  In  this

context it is by no means a coincidence that the largest Model NATO Youth Summit has

been hosted in Podgorica, Montenegro. Young academics and aspiring diplomats hailing



from over 50 different nations met in the city which is showing signs of economic upswing

but is still depending on reconstruction efforts from the European Union. From the first to

the 9th of December the Balkan capital became a nexus for young people from all around

the world to share ideas, network and simply make new friends with similar academic

backgrounds and interests. The event also offered a chance to meet established NATO

personal and academics related to the organisation. They were giving lectures followed by

intensive and sometimes a little heated Q & A sessions.

“Is this propaganda?” was a fairly legitimate question raised during the briefing concerning

the writing  of  follow-up reports  to  the  event.  “Are  we  allowed to  write  about  negative

aspects as well?”. Of course things are never absolutely and incontrovertible perfect. If

they  are  presented  that  way,  it  is  most  likely  because  the  source  is  indeed  a

propagandistic one. Like all else, the NATO Youth Summit is unable to claim perfection.

Problematic issues were, among other things, the structure of the debates and rules of

procedure. Those seem to have been copy and pasted from the more common Model

United  Nations  Simulations,  disregarding  the  fact  that  NATO´s  rules  of  procedure  for

debates  differ  considerably from those of  the  UN.  While  this  may just  be a  matter  of

bureaucracy and NATO repeatedly reaffirmed its connection to the ideas and values of the

UN, it would have been preferable to actually simulate the unique structures and ways of

the Alliance.

More controversial were several of the somewhat outdated and often borderline bellicose

statements and views expressed by some of the guests of honour. The accusation that

NATO is a Cold War relict is unfortunately only reinforced by such claims. Without question

Russia´s current aggressive stance offers reason for legitimate concern and caution. But

contemporary Western speeches and remarks were the words “Soviets” and “Russians”

seem interchangeable and which ignore the past two and a half decades of “out-of-area

operations”  and  “emerging  challenges”  are  counter-productive.  To  the  credit  of  the

speakers  in  question  they did  not  proclaim outright  lies.  However,  there  were  several

matters of omission, one-sided and subjective observations and half-truths. On the other

hand, no one can expect the dissemination of doubt regarding the own organisation and its

cause  from  official  NATO  personal  or  even  those  officially  affiliated  with  it.  Yet,  the

discussions among the young “delegates” and the questions they raised made up for the

one-sided presentation of world politics and the security political landscape. NATO is a

democratic  organisation  and  dissent  is  an  essential  component  of  every  democratic

endeavour.


